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November 2007 

 

View from the 

Mountain... 
 One of my responsibilities as a 

priest is to interpret and bring 

to the parish’s attention 

information and aspects 

regarding the church-at-large; 

which may not affect our 

day-to-day life in the parish, 

but does impact our mission 

and presence in the world, our identity, as well as 

practice of ministry. We are a connectional church, 

living in communion as Episcopalians in a region 

(Deanery), in the local setting (Diocese), in a regional 

grouping of dioceses (Province), in one encompassing 

denomination (The Episcopal Church), and one of many 

in a communion of churches that are related through 

our Anglican heritage/tradition (The Anglican 

Communion). We are also connected to churches of 

other denominations (ecumenical relationships) and 

other religions (inter-religious relationships), through 

which we share information and ministry on a national 

and global scale. 

  Recently, the Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan 

Williams met with the Episcopal Church’s House of 

Bishops in New Orleans. The Bishops and spouses 

worked on housing projects while visiting the Diocese 

of Louisiana, rehabbing houses destroyed during 

Hurricane Katrina, two years before. They did this in 

addition to meeting together to consider the Primates’ 

demand that if the Episcopal Church wanted to stay in 

the Anglican Communion, then there would have to be a 

reversal of support of same-sex unions in some 

dioceses, as well as a reversal of priest in a committed 

same sex relationship as one of its bishops. The 

following is a summary of the House of Bishops’ 

decisions, which have been sent through the 

Archbishop of Canterbury to the Primates of the 

Anglican Communion: 

  By a virtually unanimous vote, the House of 

Bishops expressed a deep appreciation of the Anglican 

Communion and the efforts to find a way to maintain a 

relationship that is valuable for mission, ministry and 

identity. They did this while asserting a commitment to 

be inclusive to gay and lesbian persons in our church’s 

common life.  The Bishops have agreed to continue 

with their pledge not to authorize public rites for the 

blessing of same-sex unions until a broader consensus 

emerges in the Communion, or until General Convention 

takes further action. The Bishops commended the 

Presiding Bishop’s attempts to listen, learn and provide 

episcopal visitors for dioceses at irreconcilable odds 

with her own ministry as Primate; support of the 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s desire to include the 

bishop of New Hampshire at next year’s Lambeth 

Conference; called for commitment to the civil rights, 

safety and dignity of gay and lesbian persons; and 

deplored the incursion of uninvited bishops into our 

dioceses. The House of Bishops appeared to maintain a 

traditionally centrist attitude. Many of the Bishops 

shared the viewpoint that their response to the 

Communiqué met the requests put to them by the 

Primates.* 
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  As a means of understanding and placing into 

context the events within the church today, I often 

look to the past. For the time we are living in I have 

been drawn to the life of Richard Hooker (1554-1600). 

Most would not recognize this man’s name, nor his 

masterpiece, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, of 

which an original copy can be found in the Folger 

Library, Washington, D.C. – a prime example of 

Elizabethan English. Some of you might recall a passing 

reference to Hooker in a surprising place - a murder 

mystery. Margaret Truman’s Murder at the 

Washington Cathedral, describes a scene in which the 

dean of the cathedral is trying to explain the 

idiosyncrasies of a liberal cleric to a high-church 

Anglo-Catholic on his staff, saying “He is grandiose at 

times and seems to have a great deal of trouble 

practicing the sort of humility that we are expected to 

demonstrate. Still, as Hooker says, let us not attempt 

to unscrew the inscrutable.” – a reference to Hooker’s 

call for calm, patient, letting-sleeping-dogs-lie (or 

barking dogs bark).  

  Hooker, the founding intellect and spirit of 

Anglicanism, has a vision of the church that is 

comprehensive and tolerant. Hooker brings together 

the Anglican view of the Church, and the Anglican 

approach to the discovery of religious truth through 

tradition, scripture and reason – frequently called the 

via media.  

  The typical understanding of via media is that of 

a conciliating position by which the tension between 

the Roman Catholic and Protestant influences of the 

church are held together, as well as in check. The 

context of understanding this ideal has shifted since 

Hooker’s time and subsequent generations, without a 

significant acknowledgment of this shift. As an ideal it 

has value, but not in its traditional Catholic-Protestant 

understanding, which is inadequate for the challenge 

the Anglican Communion faces today.  

  Within our church we have without question 

strained relations over the issues of interpretation of 

Scripture, ordination of women to the priesthood, 

same-sex unions and ordination of homosexuals, and lay 

presence at the Holy Eucharist. Some parishes in our 

church have broken away, severing relationships with 

our church, and leaving a remnant struggling to retain 

property and identity as an organized part of the 

Episcopal Church. 

  The differences in contexts of what shaped the 

historical, political formation of churches across the 

Communion has had an impact in the way people 

comprehend their faith and orientation in the world. 

Identifying how Anglicanism bridges the varying 

streams of understanding the human and Divine 

–through the lens of reason, scripture and tradition – 

calls upon those who are of the Anglican tradition, to 

take the term via media and give it a proper 

understanding in our world, today. In doing so, perhaps 

the tension raised through the impact of diversity can 

be addressed and allowed to be a means of establishing 

and maintaining community and shared vision as a 

church. And within our own little flock at St. Mark’s, 

via media becomes a means by which we live with 

differences and let go of a past that has had its share 

of brokenness. 

  For these trying, complex times I think there is 

something in the Anglican voice of Richard Hooker 

that speaks to us today. 

Ellen+ 
* Resource (paraphrased): Pastoral Letter to the Diocese of 

Virginia, September 26, 2007 by the Bishops of Virginia (The Rt. 

Rev. Peter James Lee, The Rt. Rev. Shannon Johnston, The Rt. Rev. 

David Jones). 

 

Richard Hooker  - November 3 

Collect for Celebrating the Life of a Saint of the 

Church Lesser Feasts and Fasts 

O God of truth and peace, you raised up your servant 

Richard Hooker in a day of bitter controversy to 

defend with sound reasoning and great charity the 

catholic and reformed religion: Grant that we may 

maintain that middle way, not as a compromise for the 

sake of peace, but as a comprehension for the sake of 

truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 
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FYI: About our Diocese... 

 Have you checked out the new easy way to make 

offerings to support the ministries of the Diocese?  

If not, go to www.diocesewma.org  and click on Giving 

Opportunities. It gives you five giving opportunities, 

five ways to support and strengthen the mission 

and ministry of the diocese. 

 

A Note from the Senior Warden...  

 With just a quick look at the 

thermometer this morning, 

there is no doubt that summer 

is over. With fall arriving, we 

are settling into our new 

service schedule of three 

services on Sunday morning. 

Our new Sunday School, 

complete with new learning 

spaces and worship area, is up 

and running and doing well. It’s been a busy summer 

developing the programs and getting the space ready 

to receive the children and their families as well as the 

new furniture. We’ve seen a dramatic increase in our 

Sunday School attendance compared to recent years 

and our overall average Sunday worship attendance has 

increased. There is an air of excitement and renewal 

that is palpable. “The Holy Spirit is moving in this 

place” 

  It is now time to take a few moments and give 

thanks. I would like to thank all those who helped in 

making the Family Worship area and Sunday School 

space what it is today. I thank all those who work so 

hard every week, doing all the “little” things and all the 

“big” things, offering their time and talent for the 

glory of God here at St. Mark’s. Thank you for all your 

hard work, dedication, faith, time, talent and 

suggestions. I thank everyone who prays for St. 

Mark’s. I thank all who attend services regularly.  

  I thank all those who cannot be with us on Sunday 

but who pray for us and are with us in Spirit. Your 

presence is felt. I thank all those who pledge and who 

have increased their pledge this year so that God’s 

work may continue here in Adams, in the Diocese and 

throughout the world.  

  I thank God for all he has given us; for the 

opportunities and challenges and for pushing us beyond 

what we think we are capable of doing. I thank God for 

helping us to bring in the Kingdom here in Adams. I 

thank God for my St. Mark’s family, my spiritual home. 

I thank God for the folks who have been at St. Mark’s 

for years. I thank God for folks who have just arrived 

and may be considering St. Mark’s as their new 

spiritual home. I thank God for all my St. Mark’s 

brothers and sisters. 

  I encourage everyone to take a little time each 

day and give thanks to God for all of our blessings. A 

beautiful prayer of thanksgiving can be found on page 

836  in the Book of Common Prayer. It goes like this: 

  Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that 

you have done for us. We thank you for the splendor 

of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, 

for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love. 

 We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, 

and for the loving care which surrounds us on every 

side.  

  We thank you for setting us at tasks which 

demand our best efforts, and for leading us to 

accomplishments which satisfy and delight us. 

 We thank you also for those disappointments and 

failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on 

you alone. 

  Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus 

Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of 

his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he 

overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he 

overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in 

which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 

 Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him 

and make him known; and through him, at all times and 

in all places, may give thanks to you in all things.  Amen 

Thanks and God Bless, 
Fred Nicholaev  
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1st Annual Northern Berkshire CROP Walk for 

Hunger a Big Success... 

  On Sunday, October 21st approximately 90 people 

from Northern Berkshire participated in the 1st Annual 

Northern Berkshire CROP Walk for Hunger. 

Congregations and individuals from throughout 

Northern Berkshire participated. St. Mark’s was 

represented by George Dimitropolis and Fred 

Nicholaev, both of whom collected money for this 

worthy cause. All totaled, the Walk brought in over 

$6000. 

  CROP stands for Communities Responding to 

Overcome Poverty, and our Walk engages a broad 

cross-section of the community in service to the 

neediest of the world. It is an interfaith, 

community-oriented event that (1) raises funds to help 

hungry people, (2) raises awareness of hunger as an 

issue, (3) engages and trains volunteers for community 

service, and (4) brings together persons of many ages 

and backgrounds in a common endeavor. The CROP 

Hunger Walk raises funds for hunger programs in our 

area and around the world. The Northern Berkshire 

CROP Hunger Walk will distribute a quarter of the 

funds raised to local food pantries and meal sites. The 

remainder of the funds support Church World Service 

and other designated international agencies and their 

relief and development programs.  Donations to 

Church World Service for the CROP Hunger Walk are 

tax-deductible. Church World Service is a cooperative 

ministry of 35 Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican 

denominations, providing self-help and development, 

disaster relief, and refugee assistance in some 80 

countries.  

  Visit http://www.nbcropwalk.org or 

http://www.cropwalk.org for more information. 

 We are looking forward to a larger event next year 

with more participants and more donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl’s Nite Out... 

 All women of the parish are invited to come together 

for Girl’s Nite Out, November 8, 6:30 pm, at the 

Parish House.  Catered meal costing $15 per person.  

Cash or checks made out to “Jeannie’s Place.” 

Contact Karen DeOrdio at 664-8061; e-mail: 

k.j.deordio@mcla.edu or Terry Molleur at 743-3052 or 

tmolleur@msn.com. 

 

Outreach Ministry... 

  The Outreach Committee has three great 

ministries going: 

  Stamps for the Leprosy Mission 

Aluminum can tabs for the Shriner’s Children’s 

Hospital, and 

  Hats 4 the Homeless 

 Literature on all the programs can be found in the 

back of the church, along with drop-off baskets for 

the various items.   

  If you are interested in participating on this 

committee, please contact: 

Nancy Main, Outreach Chair 

Barbara Fiske, Stamp Ministry 

or Jane LeBeau 

 

Knit & Stitch... 

Prayer & Mission United: 

The Knit & Stitch Prayer Ministry 

  The Knit and Stitch group has now been meeting 

for one year and we have kept ourselves very busy. We 

have sent 3 pairs of mittens and 3 scarves to the 

Homeless shelter, 5 throws to the Linus Foundation, 9 

throws to the  Veterans and 7 shawls to our shut-ins. 

We have filled our basket to be blessed again and will 

be sending out items before Christmas.  We have all 

been blessed with these projects, not only for the 

knitting and crocheting for those less fortunate than 

us, but by the stories that have been told from the 

Bible and fed our souls. We have heard 36 different 

Bible stories, many of them not remembered or heard 

by several of us.   

http://www.nbcropwalk.org/
mailto:k.j.deordio@mcla.edu
mailto:tmolleur@msn.com.
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  We do encourage anyone who would like to hear 

Bible stories to join us Monday afternoons at 2:30, 

they are not long and so enjoyable. 

  Now for a bit of news from the group. The 

sweaters we knit are sent to Guideposts International 

and are going over to Iraq to be delivered to the 

children who need them, as colder weather is 

approaching over there. 

  The Knit and Stitch Prayer group will be sending 

their mittens, hats and scarves out in November to the 

homeless (Hats4theHomeless).  We have placed a box 

in the church wrapped in Christmas paper and are 

encouraging the congregation to drop in new or used 

hats, scarves or mittens to help us fill the box. 

Perhaps if you are out shopping you may see a scarf 

that would be not expensive or a pair of mittens - even 

a hat that some homeless person would enjoy for the 

winter to keep them warm - that you would want to add 

to our collection box.  We do not want anything 

wrapped, as the homeless will pick out their own items. 

Please consider donating something to help us fill the 

box.  It's cold out on the street when you don't have 

a place of your own.  Just drop an item in the box for 

someone else and see how good you will feel. 

 Now about Rev. Ellen and her knitting.....Well, it is slow 

for her.  She started her scarf last September and is 

still working on it....But, I'm not seeing any more 

holes!!! 

Leprosy Project 

We are just about ready to send out another parcel of 

stamps to New Zealand.  It takes many stamps to fill 

the parcel they send to us.  Please remember our 

Leprosy Project as the holidays approach and cut 

those envelopes from the bottom to save the stamp 

for us, leaving a large border around the stamp. 
~Barbara Fiske 

 

 

Things to hold in prayerful contemplation...  

1.  Those who will are willing to serve as elected 

members of our Vestry.  (time to begin thinking about if 

God is calling you to have your name put forward as a 

candidate). 

2.  A musician for our worship services and the 

development of a music ministry in our parish. 

3.  Our parish leaders who are working on the vision 

statement for our parish. 

4.  Our stewardship team and the development of a year- 

long stewardship program. 

5.  Our Vestry, the Servant Leadership Center initiative, 

your pastor, Bishop Scruton and the support staff of the 

Diocese. 

6.  Intercessions for the Universal Church, the Nation and 

leaders in government, the welfare of the world, our 

community, those who suffer and those in any trouble, the 

sick and the dying, and the departed. 

 

Safe Church Training for Youth & Children’s 

Workers... 

  In addition to the paid staff of a church, all who 

work with children & youth, which includes parents & 

others who help with Sunday School and/or other 

activities for youth and children, are required to 

attend a safe church training event* in our diocese 

every three to four years.  St. Mark’s hosted such an 

event earlier this year, which many of our people 

attended (most of the members of our Vestry have 

attended a Safe Church Training event).  On 

November 17, 9am-2pm, a Safe Church Training Event 

will be held in Williamstown at St. John’s Episcopal 

Church.  Cost: $25.00, which includes a light 

breakfast & lunch.  Call 458-8144 to make your 

reservation. 

*Safe Church Policy of the Diocese of Western 

Massachusetts: “The Diocese shall require all clergy 

and employees and volunteers who work with children 

or youth at diocesan events to attend training on how 

to prevent child abuse and promote healthy boundaries 

in church settings and will maintain records of those 

who have attended the training. The Diocese will offer 

the requisite training. Individuals should attend 

re-training every three to four years.” 
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A Way You Can Help... 

 Each week there is almost always a person or family 

that comes to me for help with food needs. Sometimes 

these people are transients, passing through town; 

other times they are residents of Adams.  I have 

found that having Big Y gift cards on hand to give to 

those who need more than our Bread Ministry can 

provide has been a good thing (Herb Roemelt 

graciously gets the day old bread from Big Y and 

brings it to the parish house where bakery items are 

freely distributed). Although there are grocery stores 

that have lower prices than our local Big Y, this store 

is in walking distance of most of Adams, and so this is 

the best option. 

  I am asking for donations of Big Y Gift cards of 

$10 & $20 that I can have on hand to give out when I 

have a person or family who needs assistance. I have a 

limited discretionary fund account that I use mainly 

for rental & fuel assistance, and emergency housing, 

and so this extra of providing meals is often just not 

possible beyond what bread we happen to have on  

hand. I do send people to the food bank in North 

Adams, but people's needs often come at times  

the food bank is not open. And so, your donation of a 

gift card would be greatly appreciated.  

  The way this works: as you purchase your 

groceries,  also purchase a gift card for a specified 

amount. You may then drop the card off at the parish 

office, hand to me personally, or place in the alms 

basin as it is passed at a Sunday worship service. 

These food cards will then be held in our office safe 

and given out by me when a situation arises. 

Thank you and blessings,  

Pastor Ellen 
 

Ȱ36"I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ ÍÅȢȭ 

37
Then the righteous will answer him, 

ȬLord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
39

And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
vÉÓÉÔÅÄ ÙÏÕȩȭ 

40
!ÎÄ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȭ4ÒÕÌÙ ) 

tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÍÅȢȭΏ  

 The Gospel of Matthew 25:36-40 

 

 Operation Christmas Child...  

 
 May we have your attention, please? 

This will be the second time that the St. Mark’s Youth 

Group will be leading the way with Operation Christmas 
Child.  One of the components of youth ministry is 

mission outreach.  

is a hands-on mission project in which everyone in the 

parish can participate. All it takes is a little bit of 

prayer and some gathering in of resources. 

 What is Operation Christmas Child? 

Caring congregations across the country fill shoe 

boxes with toys, school supplies, hygiene items and an 

assortment of other gifts, and take them to Operation 
Christmas Child drop-off locations in November.  

These then are sent on to regional processing centers 

where thousand of volunteers prepare them for 

overseas shipment.  Since 1993, this project has 

shared the Good News of God’s love with hurting 

children through the simplest of gifts – shoe boxes 

filled with school supplies, toys and personal items 

that are packed by caring people, these boxes help 

introduce children to Jesus Christ. The yearly 

collections of shoe boxes are the world’s largest 

children’s Christmas project of its kind. Every U.S. 

president since Ronald Reagan has packed a shoe box 

gift for Operation Christmas Child. 

 Shoe boxes are a tangible demonstration of 

God’s love to children and families living in difficult 

circumstances, and prepare hearts to hear the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

 How can you help? 

 Take your donations of the items on the other 

side of this page, including a standard size empty shoe 
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box (don’t worry if you don’t have a shoe box) to the 

St. Mark’s Parish House before November 10. The 

youth group will be having a packing party before 

taking the boxes to the regional drop-off center in 

Pittsfield. The cost for mailing each box is $7 – so 

monetary donations are also appreciated. 

 Last year Operation Christmas Child collected 

and distributed a total of 7,629,081 shoeboxes filled 

with gifts. And each one was sent with love to brighten 

the life of a child. 

Operation Christmas Child Gift Ideas 

Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, 

harmonicas, yo-yos, Jump ropes, small Etch A Sketch, 

toys that light up or make noise   (with extra 

batteries), Slinky, etc. 

School Supplies:  pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons 

or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or 

paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books... 

Hygiene items:  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild soap (in 

a plastic bag), comb, washcloths...Other:  hard candy 

and lollipops (please double bag all candy), mints, gum, 

T-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy 

jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries) 

A Personal Note:  In a separate envelope, you may 

enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or 

your family. (If you include your name and address, the 

child may write back.) 

Do not include:  Used or damaged items; war-related 

items such as toy guns,  knives or military figures; 

chocolate or food; liquids or lotions; snow globes or 

glass containers; aerosol cans. 

 As you pack a shoe box for a child, please pray 

for the boy or girl who will receive it. You will be 

amazed to see how God can use a small gift – your gift 

– to touch a child’s heart. 

 

Ten Reasons to Trust God... 
10.  Look at the example of Mary. Mary’s trust in God 

must have been great for “the door of life” to open 

itself up in her; she is the first person to trust in the 

God who is shown through Jesus. 

9.  Pray and you will know why. We can pray as a way 

of bringing ourselves not only where we can see God 

but where God can see us. 

8.   God will carry us in the worst of times. God holds 

onto us even through death, when we are spiritually 

stripped of our defenses and face truth. 

7. God gave us the church, a community in which people 

are constantly being brought into new life, by being 

given a new relationship with God and one another. It is 

a place where, through words and actions, they 

together make real who they are in relation to Jesus. 

6. The compassion of our faithful sisters and brothers. 

Even in the midst of tragedy and disaster, we can 

observe in some believing people-people who are 

taking responsibility for God’s credibility-a world in 

which we would like to live. 

5. God is everywhere. There is nowhere God is absent 

and powerless; God can always be relied upon with 

unlimited power to be there through it all. 

4. God loves you no matter what. God’s unconditional 

love does not depend on good behavior. When we have 

done our worst, God remains God, his love more 

powerful than evil or sin. Even the worst of our 

failures cannot turn God away. 

3. We are free to do so. God gave us freedom to 

choose for ourselves as part of bestowing on us as 

much of his being and joy as possible. 

2. Because of Jesus. God shows himself to us through 

Jesus, who performs God ’s love and purpose, 

illuminating a God that is not just about power but 

also about receiving and giving love and gratitude. 

1. God is exceedingly generous. God created heaven and 

earth because of his unconditional generosity, with no 

selfish purpose involved. The world exists 

because God is in the habit of sharing life and giving 

love. 

Adapted by Emily Kiefer from Rowan Williams’s Tokens 

of Trust (c) Westminster John Knox Press 2007. 
 

Bishop Calls for Prayer for Diocese of Liberia... 

 Bishop Scruton and Diocesan Council have been 

informed that the Diocese of Liberia has postponed 

their election of a new Bishop until Saturday, 

November 17, 2007. The chair of the Election 

Committee died and the new election date (originally 

set for Sept. 22) has been confirmed by Canon 

Margaret S. Larom - Director, Anglican and Global 

Relations at the Episcopal Church Center in New York. 

Western Massachusetts has been trying to develop a 

shared relationship with the Episcopal Church in 

Liberia that has suffered greatly in a nation slowly 

rebuilding from civil war. 
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 Bishop Scruton is calling the entire community of 

congregations and people that live together as the 

Diocese of Western Massachusetts to be in prayer for 

the Diocese of Liberia. God willing, the Consecration of 

the New Bishop will be on the Feast of the Epiphany, 

January 6, 2008. 

 

Diocese of Western Massachusetts’ Regional 

Mission:   Our financial Gifts at Work... 

 The following are examples of mission plans in 

the Diocese for 2007: 

 St. Andrew’s, Longmeadow, is putting together a 

Christian Formation Center for in-depth adult faith 

formation and learning opportunities for the entire 

Diocese, for which $7,000 has been allocated.  

 St. Francis’, Holden, is coordinating a six-church 

Traveling Vacation Bible School to Summer 2007. 

Watch for a nearby congregation in the Worcester 

corridor as a host location and invite neighborhood and 

parish youngsters to attend this mission, for which 

$13,000 will be invested. 

 St. Stephens, Pittsfield, is gathering partners 

throughout the Berkshires for the regional 

development of a Servant Leadership Center This 

center will nurture a generation of Christian leadership 

to bring renewal to our churches, create life-giving 

alternatives in the workplace and call forth creative 

new ministries to serve the communities in the 

Berkshires. Start-up costs of $13,500 will be invested. 

(St. Mark’s Church is a participant in the Servant 

Leadership Center, pledging $200.00 toward the 

Center’s ministry, as well as in training events held 

throughout the Berkshires). 

 Church of the Atonement, Westfield, is 

partnering with the Southwick Community Episcopal 

Church for a Joint Vacation Bible School this summer. 

The Diocese is co-investing $1,600 in this project.  

 Finally, Christ Church Cathedral in Springfield is 

sponsoring a multi-parish Choir Pilgrimage to England in 

the summer of 2008. The Diocese is investing $5,000 

in seed money to assist with scholarships for 

low-income children to take part in this experience of 

a lifetime. 

Our Financial Gifts at Work: The United Thank 

Offering (UTO)... 

 One way we show thanks to God is through our 

financial gifts. We do this through our treasure that 

is, our pledge support of the local parish, our legacy 

gifts, support of capital campaigns, and donations for 

various ministry and missions of the church throughout 

the year. One of the yearly times of giving is when we 

receive the United Thank offering sometime in the 

fall, in time for the Ingathering held at the Diocesan 

Convention Eucharistic service. Our delegates to 

Convention present our offerings, which join others 

from across the diocese, given for the glory of God as 

we go forth in mission.  

 The United Thank Offering is a program of The 

Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole Church, 

founded by and administered by women since 1889. 

The United Thank Offering Committee is entrusted to 

promote thank offerings, to receive the offerings and 

to distribute the United Thank Offering monies 

through grants. The Committee awards and 

administers these grants within the framework of the 

policies and procedures of the Domestic and Foreign 

Missionary Society (DFMS) of The Episcopal Church.  

This year, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church received  

$ 206.80 from you as our UTO gift for mission, and 

donations are still arriving.  

 

Berkshire Episcopalian News... 

St. James, Barrington calls a priest! 

 Congratulations to St. James Episcopal Church, 

Great Barrington for ending their search for a new 

priest. The Reverend Frances Ann Hills, “Francie” as 

she likes to be called, will leave her position as Rector 

at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Elyria, Ohio, a 

position she has held for eleven years and will move to 

the Berkshires to begin her tenure at St. James, 

celebrating her first service on Sunday, December 2, 

2007. According to the announcement made by St. 

James’ Senior Warden, George Raymond, the Rev. Hills 

is a single person who is interested in travel, reading, 

bird watching, biblical storytelling, art and music. Prior 

to taking her current position in Elyria, she was the 
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Assistant Rector at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 

Maumee, Ohio for 3 years. From 1986 to 1992, she 

served as Chaplain for various organizations in 

Amarillo, Texas. She earned a Master of Divinity 

degree from The Episcopal Theological Seminary of 

the Southwest in Austin, Texas in 1991 and was 

ordained to the priesthood on March 4, 1993 at St. 

Paul's Episcopal Church, Maumee, OH.  She has a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Journalism from 

Oklahoma State University (Stillwater) in 1971.Over 

the past decade; she has been very active in “the wider 

church” having served on several commissions and 

committees of the Diocese of Ohio. She has also been 

very active in the Elyria community serving on several 

Boards. From 2002 to the present, she has been the 

Chaplain for the Trinity Wall Street Clergy Leadership 

Project, West Cornwall, Connecticut. 

 Let us remember our sister parish as they 

continue through their transition period, especially 

giving thanks for the ministry of St. James’ Interim 

Rector, the Reverend Mark Hatch, who has served the 

parish over the past 12 months. His last service at St. 

James will be on Sunday, November 25.  

 

Children’s Christmas Party... 
Saturday, December 15

tth 

4 oõclock 

St. Markõs Parish Hall 

River St., Adams 
 

 On Saturday, December 15th, St. Mark’s Youth 

Group will be hosting a Christmas Party for the 

children/grandchildren of the parish. There will be a 

Christmas movie shown on the big screen along with 

refreshments (hot dogs, cookies, milk & juice.)  We 

are also working on a few other things for the 

children. It should be a fun day for all who attend. A 

sign up sheet will be in the back of the church and 

upstairs at the family service in the parish hall.  

 Sign-up is a must as we need to know the exact 

number of children, and their age(s), attending. 

 

Holiday Cookie Exchange... 

 The first cookie exchange on record took place 

nearly 70 years ago in Syracuse, New York, during a 

meeting of the Home Bureau (which also gave "a lesson 

on remodeling hats"). Today the tradition of having 

guests bring a big batch of one kind of cookie to a 

party where they can swap and take home an 

assortment has spread to every corner of the country. 

 Just the other day I read an article about a 

cookie exchange and thought it would be nice to have 

one. This idea has occurred to me before over the 

years but there never seemed to be enough time. 

Because the holidays are a few weeks away, there is 

plenty of time to start planning one this year.  

 Just think about it . . . instead of making a 

batch of six to eight different types of cookies only 

having to make one. You get to bring home a variety of 

cookies to have over the holidays. 

 If you are interested in doing a cookie 

exchange, please let me know by Thanksgiving. There 

will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the church or you 

can email me at amajoa@verizon.net.  
~Joann Delisle 

Choral Concert.... 

 WHAT:  Choral Concert 

 WHEN:  Saturday, December 8, 2007 

 WHERE: St. Markõs Episcopal Church 

   Adams, MA 

 TIME:  3:00 pm 

The MCLA Women's Chorus will present a Christmas 

program on Saturday December 8 at 3PM. This holiday 

concert will include carols and traditional holiday music 

from America and around the world, featuring 

selections from Benjamin Britten's popular Ceremony 

of Carols. The Chorus is under the direction of Jack 

Brown and is accompanied by Scott Bailey of North 

Adams. A brass ensemble from the MCLA Community 

Concert Band will share the program. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:amajoa@verizon.net
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Vestry Hi-Lites... 

 -A donation of gravel has been given for the 

repair of the rectory driveway.  The Pause family will 

oversee these repairs for us.  Many thanks to them! 

 -The reports given on the revived Sunday School 

and the parish website are cause for celebration. 

 -Appreciation was expressed for the outdoor 

banners created by Michele Pause announcing the 

child-centered worship service at 9am on Sundays.  

We are in the process of determining the best way to 

attractively display banners, as well make sure they 

are not pulled out of the ground and removed from the 

property. (Note: Michele has created her second 

banner, which she had ready for the Vestry to 

see, as the first one was stolen a few weeks ago). 

 -A "thank you" from the Vestry to Terry Molleur, 

Barbara Fiske, and Jean Palano for their work on the 

Pledge Drive letter, along with grateful 

appreciation to Jo Ann Gagne who worked hard to pull 

together a grant application to the Diocese' 

Congregational Development Committee, for the 

purpose of financially underwriting, in conjunction with 

our parish, a year-long stewardship program. 

 -The Vestry voted to go ahead and build the best 

handicap accessible ramp we could afford at this point 

in time, choosing to go with pressure treated lumber 

rather than the newer decking material now on the 

market, as the newer material would nearly double the 

cost of a ramp. 

Upcoming Events: 

 - Girls' Night Out, women of the parish will 

gather at the Parish House for a catered meal on 

November 8th. 

 - A Safe Church Training Event for those who 

work with children & youth, at St. John's, 

Williamstown, 17 November; 

 - The Youth Group  will sponsor a party for the 

younger children on December15th. 

 - "Dinner & a Movie" for the parish will be on 

Sundays, November 18 & December 16, beginning at 

5pm with feature for younger children along with a 

covered-dish dinner, and a 6pm showing of a feature 

film. 

 -The MCLA Women’s Chorus will present a 

Christmas Concert at St. Mark’s on December 8 at 

3 pm. 

 - Christmas Eve Service, December 24, 8 pm. 

 -Next Vestry Meeting, November 15, 6:30pm 

 

 St. Mark's Episcopal Church 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs., 8-12 noon 

Mailing Address:  

 PO BOX 191 

 Adams, MA 01220 

Telephone: 413-743-0947 

FAX: 413-743-9643 

Website:  www.stmarksadams.com 

Parish email:   stmarksadams@verizon.net 

Rector's email: rectorstmarks@verizon.net 

 

  Ministers and Staff 

The Rt. Reverend Gordon P. Scruton, Bishop of the 

Diocese of  Western MA 

The Reverend R. Ellen White, Priest-in-Charge 

Mrs. Norma G. L'Ecuyer, Secretary 

Mr. Luke Celentano, Sexton 

Vestry & Officers: 

 Fred Nicholaev, Sr. Warden 

 Frank Palano, Jr. Warden 

 Karen DeOrdio, Clerk 

 Carol Tetlow, Treasurer 

 JoAnn Gagne, Assistant Treasurer 

 Meta Cardin 

 Amanda Delisle 

 Jo Ann Delisle 

 George Dimitropolis 

 Christine Emerson 

 Brian Johnson 

 Michael Molleur 

 Theresa Molleur 

 Michele Pause 

 Sylvia Lefebvre 

 

All members of the Congregation!!! 


